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| Generals of the Navy at Sea. 
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His Majeſties moſt gratious 


' DECLARATION, 


To be communicated, 


To all Captains, Communders and 
SearttÞ wkengung to the Fleet. 


— 


ELIA bo 


Dated from bis Court at Breda, April 14. 1660. 


——_— 


Together with the Anſwer of the Generalls | 
i and Commanders at Sea to his Majeſties | 
ſaid Letter Reſolved on at a General Coun- 
ci] held aboard the Nazeby, upon Thurſday, 
May 3. 1660. 
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(3) OE 
LESS SITHSE SS IE SSI SIS IIRALLLA 
To our Truſty and Well- 
beloved General Mozck, and 
General Montague, Generals 
at Sea : To be communi- 

cated to the Fleet. 


f —_— 


_ p - by — 


Charls R, : 

| moth Ruſty and Well-betoved, We greet you 

; | wp is no ſmall” Comfort L- us, WE 
ter fo'lopg and'great Troubles and Miſe- 
ries, which the whole Nation hath groaned 
_ under; and after! ſo great Revolutions 
| which have:{tiHl increafedthoſe Miſeries, to 

hear ,/ That the Fleet and Ships which are ' the Walls 
of che Kingdom, are-put under the Command of two per- 
ſons ſo well diſpoſed to, and concerned in the peace and 
happineſs of the Kingdom, 'as We believe youto be; and 
thac the Officers and Seamen under. your Command, are 
more enclined to return to their Duty to Us, and put! a 
period to the Diſtempers and Diſtractions which haveſo 
impoveriſhed and diſhonoured the Nation, then to widen 
the breach, ard to raiſe their fortunes by Rapine and 
Violence : which gives Us - great encouragement and 
hope, That God Almighty' will heal the wounds, by the 
fame plaiſter thac made the Fleſh Raw ; that he will pro- 


ſeed inthe ſame Method in pouring his Bleſſings upon 
A2 us, 


us, which he was pleaſed to uſe when he began to at- 
flict ;us ; and riar the Manifeſtation of the good affe- 
Gion of the'Fleet - and Seamem' towards Us ,-and the 
peace of the Nation, may be the a yon co that peace 
which was firſt jncerrupced : by! the mifttake and miſun- 
derſtanding of their Predereſlors, which would be ſuch 
a Bleiſing 'upgn: us: all ;;that We ſhould not be lefs de- 
lighted with the manner, then the macter of ic, In this 
Hope and: Cohfidence, + We have fent- che encloſed De- 
claration to you,, by which yan'may. d{cern, how muck 
We are willing! totontribute towards the obtaining che 
cenerall and publique: peace :- In which, as no man can 
be more, orſo much concerned; fo no man can be mote 
ſollicitous for ir. And we do very earnelily delire you, 
Thar you will cauſe-the ſaid Declaration to be publifhed 
to all the Officers and Seamen of the Fleet, to the end, 
That they may plainly diſcern, how much we haye pur ir 
into their power to provide for the peace and happineſs 


of the Nation, who have been ;alwayes undeciigod by. 
them to. be the - beſt .and moſt proper Counſellours for 


thoſe good ends: And you:are likewiſe. further :zo de- 
clare to them, That We. have the ſame gracious purpoſe 
towards them, which We have expreſſed towards the 
Army at Land, and will be as ready to provide for the 
paynieut of all arrears cue to them, ard for rewarding 


them according to their ſeveral merits, as We bave ex-. 
preſſed to the other, and We will alwayes take. fo 


particular a care of them, and tketr condition, as {hail 
manifet Our kindeneſs towards them. And fo depend» 


ing upon Gods bleſſing, for-infuſing thoſe good Reſolu- 
tions in your and their hearts, which. are belt tor us ail, - 


We bid you. farewel. 


Given at our Conrt at Breda this * az) of April, 1660. 
in ther wdfth year of our Raign. 
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| Ata Ccvnci{ of War held on board the Naſeby the 
{third day of iy, 1650. where were pteſent the Ge- 
'r.eral, Vice-Adu iral, Rear-Adairal, Capt. Cuttance, 
|Capt. Clark, Capt. Hayward, Capt. Penroſe, and Capt. 
[1 arks, KC. & 


Upen the Generals communicating unto them a Let- 
ter from His Majeſtie, direCted ro General Monck 
and himfelf, bearing date the 14 of April, 1660. 
asalſo a Dc<claraticn of His Majelſtie cf the ſame. 
date, | 


Reſolved (nemine Contradicente) 

' That ihe Commanders and Officers of theFleet do receive 
the gracious Declaration of His Majeſtic, as alſo the —_ 
ors of His gracions purpoſes tortards them, and the whole Fleet, 
(communicated in a Letter to the Generals) with great joyful- 
'frlmeſs of heart: and for them, do return wnto His Majeſtie 
their moſt humble thanks, declaring and profeſſing there exad# 
I oyalty and Duty unto His Majeſtie, and deſtre the Generals 
lof the Fleet humbly to repreſent the ſame nnto him. | 


| It was alſo Reſolved, = | 
| That the ſaid Letter, Declaration and Vote, ſhould be pubs 
[hel readio1the reſpeFive Ships and Companies of the Fleet 
how it the Downs, to know their ſenſe concerning the ſame. 


| Which being accordingly performed , they did by 
loud a8cclamations,- and other expreſſions df joy, de- 
aretheir aſſent to the ſaid Vote, not one perton In 
he whole Fleet, manifeſting any diſſent thereunto. 


Samnel Pepys Secretary. 
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The D ECLARATION. 


a2ernm, HARLES by the Grace of God King of 
E240 England, Scoiland, Franceand Ireland, De- 
PV fender of the. Faith, To ail Our loving . | 
;, Subjects: of what degree or quality ſoever | 
| greeting. If the general diſtraction and | 
Confuſion w hich 'is: ſpread over the whole Kingdom, | 
doth not a waken alt men to. a defireand longing chat | 
theſe wounds which haveſo many years together been | 
kept bleeding, may be bound up; all We can {:y will be , 
to no purpole 3; However after this -long' {ilenoe, we | 
have thought 'it Our duty, to declare how much We de- | 
fire to contribute thereunto: And thatas We can never. 
give over kope in good time: to. obtain the potl-ſhion of 
that Right which God and Nature hath male Our due | 
So We do'make it Our daily ſuit tothe Divine'Provi. | 
dence, / thathe will in Compaſſon to Us 2nd Our Sub. | 
jets (after ſo long miſery and ſuticrings )remit Us and | 
put Us into a quiet and peaceable Poſleſlion of that Qur | 
Right, with as little blood and damage to Our people | 
as 1s poſſible 3 Nor do We defire more to enjoy what is | 
Ours, than that all Our Subje&s may enjoy what by , 
Law is theirs, bya tull and entire adminiſtration Ju- | 
Ice 
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(6) 
ſtice throughont the Land, .and by extending Onr tn-x- 
cy whereitis wanting and'deſerved. = 
And to the end That the fear of paniſhment may not 
engage any conſcious to thernſelves of what is paſt, to a 


perſeverance in Guilt for the future, by oppoing the 


quiet and happineſs of their Country, in the reſtoration 
both of King, Peers, & People, to therr juſt, ancient, 48d 
fundamenta: Rights : Wedoby thefe preſents declare, 
That We dogranta full and general Pardon. which We 
are ready to paſs under Our great Seal of Eng/and, to all 
Our Subje&s of what degree or quality ſoever, who 
within forty days after the publication hereof, - ſhall lay 
hold upon this our grace and favour, and ſhall by any 
publick Act declare their doing ſo;And that they return 
to the Loyalty and Obtdienceof good Subjects, except« 
ing onely ſuch Perſons as ſhall hereafter be excepted by 
Parliament;(T hoſe only excepted) Let ourSubjetts how 
faulty ſoever, rely upon the word of a King, ſolemnly 
om by this preſent Declaration, That no Crime what-. 
oever committed againſt us or our Royal Father betore 

the publication of this, ſhall ever riſe in Judgement, or 
be brought in queſtion againſt any of them, tc the leaft 
indamagement either in their Lrves, Liberties, or eſtates, 
or (as far forth lies in our power) fo much as to the pre- 
judice of their Reputation, by any repro:ch or terme of 
diſtinction from the reſt ot our beſt Subjects. We detiring 
and ordaining that henceforward ati Notes of ciicord, 
ſeparation and difference of parties, be utterly aboliſhed 
among all our Subjects, whom we invite and conjure to 
a perfect Union among themſelves under our Protecti- 
on, for the reſettlement of our juft Rights and theirs in a 
free earliament, by whichupoa the word of a King, We 

will be adviſed. 
And becauſe the paſſion and uncharitzbleneſs of che 
times have produced ſeveral opinions ia Religion, by 
wh! 
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which men are engaged ia parties & animoſities again 

each other , which when they ſhall hergafter unite ina 
freedom of converſation, wil be compoſed or better un- 
deriſtood : We do declare a liberty to tender Con(cien- 
ees,and that no man ſhall be diſquieied or called in que- 
ſtion for difterences of opinion 1n-mwatters of Religion, 
which do not diſturb the Peace of the. Kingdom ;,'And 
that we ſhall be ready toconſent toſuctran At ot Parli- 
ament , as upon mature Deliberation ſhall be offered to 
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US, for the full granging that indulgence;And veeauſe in 


the continued diſtractions of ſo many years and fo ma- 
ny great Reyolutions, many Grants and, Purchaſes'gf; E- 
ſtates have been made to, and by many Officers anfl 
Souldiers,and others who are now poſlefled of the ſame, 
and who may be liable to Actiens at Law upon ſevecall 
Titles; Wearel:kewiſe willing that all fuch, differences, 


_ andall things relating to ſuch Grants, Sales; angd..Pur- 
chaſes, ſhall be determined in Parl:ameat, whichcan'belt | 
provide for the juſt ſatisfaGtion of all men who are con+ 


cein'd. 

And We do further declare, That We will be ready.to 
conſent toany At or Alts of Parliament t5the purpolcs 
aforeſaid, aud for the full ſatisfaction of all arrears due 
to all Officers and Seamen under the Command of ihe 
Genera! 2 a- SEA *- And that they ſhall be received 
into Our Service upon as good pay and conditions as 
they now eujoy. Given under Our ſign 41amu4! and 
privy Signet at Our Court at Breda this fourtecath day 
of Apr-/, : 560. In the twelfth year of Our Reign. 


Received the firſt of May, 1660. 


FINS. 
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